
 

Indian rocket flops, crashing into sea

April 15 2010

An Indian rocket showcasing domestically built booster technology
crashed soon after take-off on Thursday in a blow to the country's space
ambitions, officials said.

The launch of the first Indian-made cryogenic powered rocket, a
complex technology mastered by just five countries, failed soon after lift-
off from India's space centre at Sriharikota in the southeastern state of
Andhra Pradesh.

"The rocket along with the satellite tumbled from space and plunged into
the Bay of Bengal," Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) director
S. Satish told AFP from Sriharikota.

Satish said controllers lost contact with the 50-metre (165-foot) rocket,
named GSLV and carrying a 2.2-tonne satellite, and it plunged into the
sea eight minutes after the launch.

ISRO chairman K. Radhakrishnan told reporters that it appeared the
cryogenic engines "did not ignite" but added that data analysis was
required to pinpoint the reasons for the failure.

It took ISRO scientists 18 years to develop cryogenic motors after its bid
to import the technology from Russia in 1992 failed because of
opposition from the United States.

The powerful booster technology using supercooled liquid fuel is
designed to put heavier satellites into high orbits, about 36,000
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kilometres (22,000 miles) from Earth.

"We will confirm if the main cryogenic engines ignited and then we
would put all our efforts to ensure we have the next flight with an
indigenous cryogenic engine within an year from now," Radhakrishnan
added.

Cryogenic boosters have only been successfully developed by the United
States, Russia, France, Japan and China.

In the past decade, India has bought cryogenic engines from Russia and
five of them have been used on missions, but the country wanted to
showcase its ability to develop the technology itself, the ISRO said
before the launch.

India aims to launch its first manned space mission in 2016 and wants to
grab a larger share of the multi-billion-dollar market for launching
commercial satellites.

Last August India's first unmanned moon mission, launched amid much
fanfare in 2008, came to an abrupt end when controllers lost contact with
the country's lunar craft.

But gloom turned to delight in September, when data collected from the
mission showed water on the moon, boosting India's credibility.

India began its space programme in 1963 and has developed its own
satellites and launch vehicles to cut dependence on other countries.

Government funding of around 2.8 billion dollars has been secured for
an attempt at the country's first manned space mission in 2016.

(c) 2010 AFP
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