
 

Amazon: NC bid to track taxes violates free
speech

April 20 2010, By EMERY P. DALESIO , AP Business Writer

(AP) -- Online retailer Amazon.com says it's taking a stand for free
speech by fighting an effort by North Carolina tax authorities to identify
buyers.

The company says in a federal lawsuit filed in Seattle that North
Carolina tax collectors have demanded information identifying the
buyers of nearly 50 million books, movies, CDs and other items since
2003.

A spokeswoman for the state Revenue Department had no immediate
comment Tuesday. Revenue Secretary Kenneth Lay was named in the
lawsuit but was not immediately available for comment.

North Carolina requires residents to pay taxes on online items if they
would pay sales tax in a store.

Amazon.com Inc. says revealing buyers' names would harm customers
who may have bought controversial books or movies and would diminish
future sales.

©2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Citation: Amazon: NC bid to track taxes violates free speech (2010, April 20) retrieved 25 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2010-04-amazon-nc-track-taxes-violates.html

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2010-04-amazon-nc-track-taxes-violates.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

