
 

NASA studying 2 new space shuttle problems
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Space shuttle Endeavour lifts-off from the Kennedy Space Center at Cape
Canaveral, Fla., Monday, Feb. 8, 2010. Endeavour is carrying six astronauts who
will deliver a room and observation deck to the International Space Station. A
piece of foam insulation is seen falling to the right of the orbiter. (AP
Photo/John Raoux)

(AP) -- NASA is taking a close look at two new problems on space
shuttle Endeavour.

A round ceramic spacer near one of the cockpit windows is sticking out.
And a thermal tile repair that was made before the flight has failed, and
the original crack is back, right over the cockpit.
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Mission management team leader LeRoy Cain said Wednesday that
neither problem appears to be serious. But he said everyone wants to be
"very vigilant and take a closer look" in case spacewalking repairs are
needed.

NASA has been extra careful about such matters since Columbia was
brought down by a cracked wing in 2003.

The good news Wednesday was that Endeavour's heat shield looks to be
in overall good shape. The shuttle arrived at the International Space
Station early Wednesday.

©2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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