
 

Tropical Storm Laurence set for second
Australian landfall

December 14 2009

  
 

  

NASA's Terra satellite captured an infrared image of Tropical Storm Laurence
on Dec. 14 at 1343 UTC (8:43 a.m. EST), when it was west-northwest of
Darwin, Australia. Satellite imagery showed a disorganized storm. Credit:
NASA/JTWC

Tropical Storm Laurence tracked through Darwin Australia this weekend
before sliding back into the Timor Sea and now Laurence is forecast to
make a second landfall in Australia. Laurence is forecast to make
landfall north of Wyndham then parallel the coastline while moving over
land for the next couple of days.

Laurence is forecast to make landfall in the Kimberley region, move
southwest through the northern area of the Great Sandy Desert and into
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the Pilbara region.

At 0900 UTC (4 a.m. ET) on December 14, Tropical Storm Laurence
had maximum sustained winds near 52 mph and was located 185 miles
west-southwest of Darwin, Australia. That's near 13.5 South and 127.8
East. It was moving west-southwest near 6 mph, in the direction of its
second landfall. It was generating waves near 12 feet, so beach erosion
along the northern coasts of Western Australia can be expected near
where Laurence makes landfall in the next day.

Meanwhile watches and warnings are up. A tropical cyclone warning is
in force from Kuri Bay to Wyndham. A tropical cyclone watch is in
force from Kuri Bay to Beagle Bay. Gale force winds with gusts up to 62
mph (100 kilometers per hour) are forecast for the northern Kimberley
coast tonight. Forecasters expect heavy rainfall in that area tonight and
Tuesday as Laurence moves closer to the coast.

The Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer or MODIS
instrument on NASA's Terra satellite captured an infrared image of
Tropical Storm Laurence on Dec. 14 at 8:43 a.m. ET when it was west-
northwest of Darwin, Australia. Satellite imagery showed a disorganized 
storm.

Hurricane-force wind gusts up to 80 mph (130 kilometers per hour) may
develop between Kalumburu and Kuri Bay on December 15. Residents
near the communities of Kalumburu, Mitchell Plateau and Faraway Bay
should be taking action in preparation for the cyclone's arrival. They are
currently under a yellow alert. There is a blue alert in effect for the
residents near the communities of Oombulgurri and Kuri Bay.

Source: NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center (news : web)

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/maximum+sustained+winds/
https://phys.org/tags/satellite+imagery/
https://phys.org/tags/storm/
http://www.physorg.com/partners/nasa-s-goddard-space-flight-center/
http://www.nasa.gov/centers/goddard/home/index.html


 

Citation: Tropical Storm Laurence set for second Australian landfall (2009, December 14)
retrieved 9 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2009-12-tropical-storm-laurence-australian-landfall.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2009-12-tropical-storm-laurence-australian-landfall.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

