
 

Israel displays coins from ancient Jewish
revolt
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A bronze coin with a palm tree dated by Israeli archaeologists to 69 AD, part of
an exhibition displayed at the Davidson Center in Jerusalem's Old City,
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2009. The Israel Antiquities Authority displayed for the
first time Wednesday a collection of rare coins excavated at the foot the Temple
Mount, found charred and burned from when the Romans razed the Jewish
Temple nearly two thousand years ago. These some 70 coins give a rare glimpse
into the period of the Jewish revolt that eventually led to the destruction of the
Second Temple in 70 CE, said Hava Katz, the curator of the exhibition. (AP
Photo/Bernat Armangue)

(AP) -- Israel displayed for the first time Wednesday a collection of rare
coins charred and burned from the Roman destruction of the Jewish
Temple nearly 2,000 years ago.

About 70 coins were found in an excavation at the foot of a key
Jerusalem holy site. They give a rare glimpse into the period of the
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Jewish revolt that eventually led to the destruction of the Second Jewish
Temple in A.D. 70, said Hava Katz, curator of the exhibition.

The Jews rebelled against the Roman Empire and took over Jerusalem in
A.D. 66. After laying siege to Jerusalem, the Romans breached the city
walls and wiped out the rebellion, demolishing the Jewish Temple, the
holiest site in Judaism.

The coins sit inside a glass case, some melted down to unrecognizable
chunks of pockmarked and carbonized bronze from the flames that
destroyed the Temple.

"These really show us the impact of the destruction of Jerusalem in the
first century," said Gabriela Bijovsky, an antique coin expert from Israel
Antiquities Authority. "These are a very vivid, dramatic example of that
destruction."

"The most important coins we have are from those last four or five years
of the rebellion against the Roman army, and one coin we found was
actually minted very close to the destruction of the Second Temple," she
said.

The coins were excavated from an ancient street below the Temple
Mount, experts said. Archaeologists had to sift through debris and
remove boulders thrown off the Temple Mount during the Roman raid
before they found the road and the hoard of coins.

Today the Al Aqsa Mosque compound sits atop the ruins of the temples.
Muslims refer to the site as the Noble Sanctuary, marking the spot from
where they believe the Prophet Muhammad ascended to heaven. The
conflicting claims make the site one the most explosive issues in the
Israel-Palestinian conflict.
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The coins are part of a larger exhibition in Jerusalem's Archaeological
Garden, showing a collection of antique coins that have been uncovered
over the past three decades.

The exhibition shows not only coins minted in Jerusalem during the
rebellion but also European, North African and Persian coins that were
found around the holy site from various periods.

"This just shows the international character of the city," Katz said. "It
shows the importance of Jerusalem to generations of people ... the
importance of Jerusalem never faded away for Jews, Christians and
Muslims," she said.

©2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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