
 

Whales are polite conversationalists

October 26 2009

What do a West African drummer and a sperm whale have in common?
According to some reports, they can both spot rhythms in the chatter of
an ocean crowded with the calls of marine mammals -- a feat impossible
for the untrained human ear.

Now a group of marine biologists at the Littoral Acoustic Demonstration
Center has developed a tool that can spot these rhythms and identify
individual animals. Their results, which will be presented at a meeting of
the Acoustical Society of America (ASA) next week in San Antonio,
suggest that whales make a specific effort to keep their calls from
overlapping.

George Ioup at the University of New Orleans and colleagues have
developed a way to analyze calls produced by marine mammals. Their
technique, which follows principles similar to how the human ear picks
out a voice at a crowded cocktail party, groups similar-sounding clicks to
isolate the calls of individual animals.

Natalia Sidorovskaia of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette and
colleagues have discovered that whales change the intervals between
these echolocating clicks in a way that seems to prevent cluttering the
echoes from these calls.

"In other words, whales are polite listeners; they do not interrupt each
other," writes Sidorovskaia. She suspects that this communication
strategy would allow groups of whales to explore their environment
faster and more efficiently.

1/2



 

More information:

• The talk "Identifying individual clicking whales acoustically I. from
click properties" (1aSP3) by George Ioup is at 9:30 a.m. on Monday
October 26. Abstract: asa.aip.org/web2/asa/abstracts …
rch.oct09/asa50.html

• The talk "Identifying individual clicking whales acoustically II. From
click rhythms" (1aSP4) by Natalia Sidorovskaia is at 9:50 a.m. on
Monday, October 26. Abstract: asa.aip.org/web2/asa/abstracts …
rch.oct09/asa51.html

Source: American Institute of Physics

Citation: Whales are polite conversationalists (2009, October 26) retrieved 10 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2009-10-whales-polite-conversationalists.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://asa.aip.org/web2/asa/abstracts/search.oct09/asa50.html
http://asa.aip.org/web2/asa/abstracts/search.oct09/asa50.html
https://phys.org/tags/whales/
http://asa.aip.org/web2/asa/abstracts/search.oct09/asa51.html
http://asa.aip.org/web2/asa/abstracts/search.oct09/asa51.html
https://phys.org/news/2009-10-whales-polite-conversationalists.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

