
 

The New Science of Learning

September 11 2009, By Ellen Ferrante

(PhysOrg.com) -- According to recent studies, young children learn best
through social interaction. Andrew Meltzoff and his colleagues at the
University of Washington are studying an emerging field called the
"Science of Learning," which re-evaluates how children learn in formal
and informal settings.

"We're finding that social aspects of learning are very important at all
ages," said Meltzoff, who explained that this is especially the case for
young children who learn "most rapidly and most effectively from other
people."

Infants and young children learn from imitation and by following the
actions of those around them, adopting mannerisms and speech patterns.
Yet technology, such as television and computers, is changing how
children learn and communicate, often replacing face-to-face human
interaction.

A study compared the effectiveness of television and audio programs to
live human interaction when learning a second language. Nine-month-old
American children were exposed to Chinese by using three approaches:
an auditory soundtrack, a DVD with picture and sound, and live human
interaction while playing and reading books. The goal was to see which
one of these approaches allowed the children to learn best.

The results were that the American children who interacted with a live
tutor quickly learned basic aspects of Chinese. However, American
children who were exposed to Chinese through the auditory soundtrack
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and DVD showed no learning.

Today, a variety of technology, such as cell phones, instant messaging
and other computer programs allows children to multitask. Meltzoff
explained that "We're not sure of the long-term consequences of raising
children in a digital world with the level of multitasking that there is, and
perhaps a cut-back on face-to-face social interaction."

For better or for worse, our means of learning and communicating are
evolving. What remains clear for now is that social interaction is crucial
to how children learn and comprehend the world around them.

Provided by National Science Foundation (news : web)

Citation: The New Science of Learning (2009, September 11) retrieved 11 May 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2009-09-science.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/learning/
https://phys.org/tags/social+interaction/
https://phys.org/tags/children/
http://www.physorg.com/partners/national-science-foundation/
http://www.nsf.gov/
https://phys.org/news/2009-09-science.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

