
 

Experts predict quieter Atlantic hurricane
season
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This NOAA satellite image shows Hurricane Ike in 2008. Weather experts on
Wednesday reduced the number of projected hurricanes in the north Atlantic
this season to four, two of them major hurricanes with winds above 178
kilometers (111 miles) per hour.

Weather experts on Wednesday reduced the number of projected
hurricanes in the north Atlantic this season to four, two of them major
hurricanes with winds above 178 kilometers (111 miles) per hour.

After one of the calmest starts to the hurricane season in a decade, the
experts from Colorado State University said the development of an El
Nino effect in the Pacific had caused them to scale back their
projections for the Atlantic.

The El Nino phenomenon, which involves changes in atmospheric
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pressure in the southern Pacific, occurs every three to six years,
disrupting global weather patterns.

In the Atlantic, El Nino events are associated with decreased levels of
hurricane activity, said Philip Klotzbach and William Gray of Colorado
State University.

"We continue to call for a below-average Atlantic basin tropical cyclone
season in 2009. We also anticipate a below-average probability of United
States and Caribbean major hurricane landfall," they said.

They now project that there will be 10 named tropical storms this
season, of which four will become hurricanes, and two of those major
hurricanes.

Their earlier forecast in June had predicted 11 tropical storms and five
hurricanes.

"This is the quietest start for more than a decade. The last time a storm
didn't form until August 5 was back in 1992," Klotzbach said.

He added, however, that "a quiet start of the season doesn't necessarily
mean that the remainder of the season is going to be quiet."

"Obviously people in Florida need to be prepared for the hurricane
season as every year. 1992 was a very quiet hurricane season but then
hurricane Andrew formed and did... tremendous damage," he said.

Meanwhile, two tropical storms have formed in the Pacific off the coast
of Mexico, according to Stormpulse.com, a website that tracks weather
patterns.

The more powerful of the two, Enrique, was traveling in a northwesterly
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direction with wind speeds of 120 kilometers (60 miles) per hour.

Farther out, a tropical stormed named Felicia also was traveling in a
northwesterly direction toward Hawaii with winds of 72 kilometers (45
miles) per hour.
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Citation: Experts predict quieter Atlantic hurricane season (2009, August 4) retrieved 23 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2009-08-experts-quieter-atlantic-hurricane-season.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/tags/wind/
https://phys.org/news/2009-08-experts-quieter-atlantic-hurricane-season.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

