
 

AT&T says Web site block was not
censorship

July 27 2009

(AP) -- AT&T says it blocked freewheeling Web site 4chan.org this
weekend.

The company says it's not because of content, but rather attack traffic
coming from the site.

The Web forums at 4chan are full of explicit images, and the site has
been cited as the source of several Internet pranks. When AT&T
blocked it Friday for its broadband customers, Twitter users speculated
that it was an attempt at censorship.

AT&T Inc. spokesman Michael Coe says the site was blocked to protect
customers from a so-called "denial of service" attack, which floods
targets with meaningless traffic. He says the attack appeared to come
from the address img.4chan.org.

On Sunday, AT&T determined that the attack was over and lifted the
block.

A message seeking comment from the site was not immediately
answered.

©2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

1/2

https://phys.org/tags/censorship/


 

Citation: AT&T says Web site block was not censorship (2009, July 27) retrieved 19 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2009-07-att-web-site-block-censorship.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2009-07-att-web-site-block-censorship.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

