
 

Wired editor acknowledges lifting Wiki
material

June 24 2009, By HILLEL ITALIE , AP National Writer

(AP) -- The author of a new book about the wisdom of free products on
the Web has acknowledged taking some liberties in his own work.

Chris Anderson, known for the influential business book "The Long
Tail," said he was mistaken for using passages - without attribution - that
closely resembled material from Wikipedia and other sources included
in his latest release, "Free: The Future of a Radical Price."

"This is entirely my own screwup, and will be corrected," Anderson,
editor-in-chief of Wired Magazine, wrote on his blog Wednesday.

Anderson's book, coming out next month from Hyperion, includes
information about the phrase "there's no such thing as a free lunch,"
about the meaning of a learning curve and about other subjects for which
he depended on Wikipedia, the online encyclopedia of user-contributed
articles. The similarities were first reported by the Virginia Quarterly
Review.

Hyperion issued a statement Wednesday: "We are completely satisfied
with Chris Anderson's response. It was an unfortunate mistake, and we
are working with the author to correct these errors both in the electronic
edition before it posts, and in all future editions of the book."

The book has first printing of 80,000 copies, which already have been
shipped.
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The controversy already has been noted on Anderson's Wikipedia page.

Anderson explained on his blog that he had intended to include the
URLs for the Wikipedia material, but that his publisher "was
uncomfortable with the changing nature of Wikipedia," and asked that
Anderson note the date he viewed the page, a system the author found
"clumsy and archaic."

In the "rush" to finish the text, credit to Wikipedia was omitted. The
passages in question "were mostly on the margins of the book's focus,
mostly on historical asides," Anderson said, "but that's no excuse."

Anderson, asked by The Associated Press why he had used Wikipedia,
which has often been questioned for its reliability, Anderson said that
"on many subjects Wikipedia is one of the best, and best researched,
sources, but you have to use other sources to confirm that.

"In the case of the `free lunch' example, which I have read a lot about, I
thought the Wikipedia entry was excellent and perhaps the best summary
out there."

©2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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