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In this image made from television, huge portraits of late North Korean
President Kim Il Sung, left, and his son, current leader Kim Jong Il are raised as
people gather at Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, Thursday, June
25, 2009. Tens of thousands of North Koreans shouted slogans to denounce
international sanctions at the rally as the communist country vowed to enlarge its
atomic arsenal and warned of a "fire shower of nuclear retaliation" in the event
of a U.S. attack. (AP Photo/APTN)

(AP) -- News stories from North Korea's official mouthpiece are
available on Twitter.

A Twitter page under the name of KCNA, Pyongyang's state Korean
Central News Agency, shows a list of its English-language stories against
a background of the North's red-and-blue national flag.
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But it is not clear if the Pyongyang-based news agency is operating the
site. Even if it is, it does not mean ordinary citizens can use Twitter.

As of Friday, the site was last updated June 12 with an article about
North Korea's No. 2 leader Kim Yong Nam sending a congratulatory
message to Azerbaijan's president. The news agency normally publishes
dozens of reports in English daily.

The North is one of the world's most closed nations. The communist
regime tightly controls information accessible to its 24 million people.

©2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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