
 

Rescue shuttle moved to launch pad just in
case
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Space shuttle Endeavour stands ready after arriving at Pad 39B at the Kennedy
Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Friday, April 17, 2009. Endeavour is
scheduled to launch June 13 and will deliver the exposed facility of Japan's Kibo
laboratory to the International Space Station. (AP Photo/John Raoux)

(AP) -- Space shuttle Endeavour is on a launch pad, ready to rocket off
on a rescue mission if shuttle Atlantis needs help when it flies to repair
the Hubble Space Telescope next month.

Endeavour rolled out early Friday to a launch pad at the Kennedy Space
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Center and is on standby in case the astronauts on Atlantis need a safe
ride home. Atlantis is on a separate launch pad less than two miles away.

Ever since space shuttles resumed flying following the 2003 Columbia
tragedy that killed seven astronauts, NASA has had a rescue plan in case
of irreparable damage. Most of those missions have been to the space
station, though, where astronauts could camp out for two months. The
Hubble mission doesn't offer a safe haven.

©2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Citation: Rescue shuttle moved to launch pad just in case (2009, April 17) retrieved 9 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2009-04-shuttle-pad-case.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/astronauts/
https://phys.org/news/2009-04-shuttle-pad-case.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

