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Envisat's Advanced Synthetic Aperture Radar (ASAR) acquisitions of Wilkins
Ice Shelf from 26 November to 11 December 2008. Credits: ESA

In light of recent developments that threaten to lead to the break-up of
the Wilkins Ice Shelf, ESA is making daily satellite images of the ice
shelf available to the public via the 'Webcam' from Space web page in
order to monitor the developments as they occur.

The Wilkins Ice Shelf, a broad plate of floating ice off the coast of the
Antarctic Peninsula, has undergone many changes in 2008. Due to the
warming in the Antarctic spring (late November), newly formed rifts
were discovered that scientists predict could lead to the opening of the
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ice bridge that connects the ice shelf to two islands, Charcot and Latady.

If the ice bridge were to open, it could put the entire ice shelf at risk of
disintegrating.

ESA's Envisat acquires images of the ice shelf daily with its Advanced
Synthetic Aperture Radar (ASAR) instrument. These images are updated
automatically on the Wilkins 'Webcam' from Space web page and placed
in an animation to allow visitors to spot changes between acquisitions.
Individual images can also be viewed in the image archive.

'Webcam' from Space: 
www.esa.int/esaEO/SEMWZS5DHNF_index_0.html

Source: European Space Agency

Citation: 'Webcam' from Space: Envisat observing Wilkins Ice Shelf (2008, December 12)
retrieved 4 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2008-12-webcam-space-envisat-wilkins-ice.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.esa.int/esaEO/SEMWZS5DHNF_index_0.html
https://phys.org/news/2008-12-webcam-space-envisat-wilkins-ice.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

