
 

Did John Wilkes Booth survive?

April 27 2008

Two distant relatives of Lincoln assassin John Wilkes Booth want a
chance to prove the family legend that he was not killed in a Virginia
tobacco barn.

Sisters Joanne Hulme of Philadelphia and Virginia Kline of Warminster,
Pa., told The Philadelphia Inquirer they heard in childhood that Booth
lived to old age; that soldiers at the Garrett family farm shot another
man, one who happened to resemble Booth.

Booth, the son of an English actor, was a member of one of the foremost
theatrical families of the 19th century. His brother, Edwin, was the
greatest U.S. Shakespearean actor of his time, and another brother,
Junius Brutus Jr., also went on the stage. Booth himself was a matinee
idol.

Hulme and Kline would like to test DNA samples from bits of the man
in the barn preserved in museums in Philadelphia and Washington. They
say that DNA might also be obtained from Edwin Booth relics at the
Players Club in New York.

A curator at the Mutter Museum in Philadelphia said the specimen there
will not help because it was preserved in formaldehyde.

Copyright 2008 by United Press International

1/2



 

Citation: Did John Wilkes Booth survive? (2008, April 27) retrieved 27 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2008-04-john-wilkes-booth-survive.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2008-04-john-wilkes-booth-survive.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

