
 

To a fault: the bottom line on earthquakes

April 22 2008

Although many people think that California “owns” all the earthquakes,
Ohio also has its share of faults. Unlike another earthquake that woke
people on another April 18, 102 years ago, this quake was fairly mild.

Two of UC’s earthquake experts have had extensive experiences with
earthquakes. Attila Kilinc is a professor in the Department of Geology in
the McMicken College of Arts & Sciences and G. A. Rassati is an
assistant professor in the Civil and Environmental Engineering
Department in UC’s College of Engineering. Rassati just returned from
presenting several seminars in Europe on structural engineering.

Rassati was inspired to become a structural engineer specializing in
earthquakes after experiencing one as a child in Italy.

“I was four years old when a strong earthquake struck my region in
Italy,” says Rassati. “I have a very strong memory of my Dad trying to
get me out of my little bed but he couldn’t get to me. Earthquakes have
always interested me ever since.” Rassati has studied the structural and
seismic effects on infrastructures, especially buildings.

"Unfortunately, the money is drying up for earthquake research. I'm
afraid it's going to take another big one to draw attention to that," says
Rassati. "And we're overdue."

Q&A with Attila Kilinc
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