
 

Chicago to test water for drugs

April 18 2008

Chicago water officials said they're testing Lake Michigan drinking
water for the presence of pharmaceutical drugs and other unregulated
chemicals.

The announcement Thursday came on the heels of a Chicago Tribune
report that found trace amounts of prescription drugs and other
chemicals in local drinking water, the newspaper reported.

The Tribune, which hired an independent lab to test tap water, found
very small amounts of a prescription anti-seizure drug, a common
painkiller, a nicotine byproduct, caffeine and two chemicals used to
make Teflon and Scotchgard.

Following publication of the story, Water Department Commissioner
John Spatz said the city decided last month to conduct its own studies.

"This is an important environmental issue that has been brought to light,"
Spatz said. "We should be monitoring and making sure it isn't getting in
the water. And we need the health agencies to figure out if there is
anything to be worried about."

Copyright 2008 by United Press International

Citation: Chicago to test water for drugs (2008, April 18) retrieved 24 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2008-04-chicago-drugs.html

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2008-04-chicago-drugs.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

