
 

Researcher: Wild California just a memory

March 1 2008

A California researcher said nearly all of California's 31 million acres of
forest have been changed in some way by humans.

Pollution, roads, mining, logging and development have left obvious
marks on the California wilderness but urbanization and fire suppression
are the greatest threats to forest health, the San Francisco Chronicle said
Friday.

Forest fires near homes have to be controlled, removing fire as a natural
method of keeping the forest understory -- the area of a forest which
grows in the shade of forest canopy -- from becoming overgrown. State
fire officials said development in "wildland-urban interface zones"
contributed to the devastation from last wildfires.

The U.S. Forest Service said the overly dense forests combined with
drought have played a part in recent bark beetle infestations. Studies
have shown that 25 percent of California's forestland, close to 4.9
million acres, are at risk of deadly insect infestations and disease during
the next 15 years.

Copyright 2008 by United Press International

Citation: Researcher: Wild California just a memory (2008, March 1) retrieved 19 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2008-03-wild-california-memory.html

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2008-03-wild-california-memory.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

