
 

Giant garbage patch floating in Pacific

October 22 2007

An enormous island of trash twice the size of Texas is floating in the
Pacific Ocean somewhere between San Francisco and Hawaii.

Chris Parry with the California Coastal Commission in San Francisco
said the so-called Great Pacific Garbage Patch, has been growing a brisk
rate since the 1950s, The San Francisco Chronicle reported Friday.

The trash stew is 80 percent plastic and weighs more than 3.5 million
tons.

"At this point, cleaning it up isn't an option," Parry said. "It's just going
to get bigger as our reliance on plastics continues."

Parry said using canvas bags to cart groceries instead of using plastic
bags is a good first step to reducing reliance on plastics, the newspaper
said.
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