
 

Ancient footprints open to public in Italy

October 9 2007

Italian researchers have opened two tourist paths to follow in the oldest
known human footsteps at the extinct Roccamonfina volcano north of
Naples.

The footsteps, which were discovered on the slopes of the volcano in
2003, were opened to the public last week and researchers said they plan
to expand the attraction, Italian news agency ANSA reported Tuesday.

"We've just found another set (of footprints) and we're confident of
expanding the site," said Paolo Mietto, a researcher from Padua
University.

"These tracks are unique evidence of how our earliest ancestors got
about," Mietto said.

The marks, which also include handprints, have been dated by Italian
scientists to more than 350,000 years ago. They are currently the oldest
evidence of foot travel by an early species of human, thought to be
Homo erectus.

The Padua team said the find marks the first evidence that the early
humans could use their hands to descend slopes.

"They were on slippery ground here, warm volcanic mud awash with
water," Mietto said.
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