
 

Fruit bats discovered to have menstrual
cycles

July 30 2007

They say their findings – published in this month's issue of key journal 
Biology of Reproduction - could lead to bats being studied by researchers
trying to understand human menstrual problems and other reproductive
disorders.

A team of Chinese scientists headed by Professor Shuyi Zhang of East
China Normal University, and Hongmei Wang of the Institute of
Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, made the finding when they
studied the bat Leschenault's rousette which lives in caves in South Asia.

They then brought on board Professor Paul Racey of the University of
Aberdeen who is a world leading researcher of bats and their
reproductive biology.

Professor Racey, Regius Professor of Natural History, said: "Although it
occurs in primates, menstruation is found in few of the world's 4,000
species of mammals which is why this discovery is so remarkable.

"The finding is significant because it extends our knowledge of the
reproductive biology of what is a large group of mammals.

"It also raises the possibility that this type of fruit bat could be studied by
those who are trying to increase our understanding of human menstrual
dysfunction and other reproductive disorders."

Source: University of Aberdeen

1/2



 

Citation: Fruit bats discovered to have menstrual cycles (2007, July 30) retrieved 20 March 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2007-07-fruit-menstrual.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2007-07-fruit-menstrual.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

