
 

Butterfly's DNA may alter Ice Age data

July 5 2007

Discoveries of a butterfly species' DNA in the Far East and Western
Europe may rewrite the known history of the Pleistocene Ice Age.

Italian researchers Valerio Sbordoni and Paolo Gratton of the Rome Tor
Vergata University said traces of the species' DNA have been found
beyond the range once associated with the insect's history, the Italian
news agency ANSA said Wednesday.

The Italian duo, along with Polish Academy of Sciences researcher
Maciek Konopinski, used the new data to create an updated map of the
world's greenery during the global ice age more than 10,000 years ago.

"The evidence from the mitochondrial DNA strongly suggests that large
patches of the world's forests survived the impact of the last Ice Age and
were alive and well as far back as 150,000 years ago," Sbordoni told
ANSA. "There were definitely oases in which the Parnassius
mnemosyne butterfly thrived, especially in the Carpathians and the
ancient German region of Pannonia."

Copyright 2007 by United Press International

Citation: Butterfly's DNA may alter Ice Age data (2007, July 5) retrieved 26 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2007-07-butterfly-dna-ice-age.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2007-07-butterfly-dna-ice-age.html


 

study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

