
 

Tasmania plans to eradicate red foxes

November 20 2006

Tasmania plans to spend millions of dollars destroying red foxes, an
animal that until recently was thought not to have spread there.

While there are few reports of live foxes, dead ones have been found on
roads in the Tasmanian interior apparently hit by vehicles, The Times of
London reported.

The red fox was brought to Australia from England and spread quickly.
But the 125 miles of open water between Australia and Tasmania was
thought to have been an insurmountable barrier to the fox.

Experts say that the species may have lived in Tasmania for decades
without being spotted. But the sharp drop in numbers of the Tasmanian
devil, a carnivorous predator, and a halt in the use of poison for animal
pests may have been followed by explosive growth in the fox population.

The eradication effort has been budgeted at $56 million Australian, $43
million dollars U.S.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

Citation: Tasmania plans to eradicate red foxes (2006, November 20) retrieved 8 May 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2006-11-tasmania-eradicate-red-foxes.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2006-11-tasmania-eradicate-red-foxes.html


 

study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

