
 

Scientists try to interpret horse speak

June 5 2006

U.S. researchers are listening to horse vocalizations in an attempt to
interpret how stress is communicated when the animals whinny.

The researchers theorize if the celebrated racehorse Barbaro could talk,
doctors would be better able to understand the stress he is undergoing
and relieve his pain.

That's the idea behind the Equine Vocalization Project, an acoustical
analysis of horse vocalizations by two former Navy acousticians.

"This is a modest introductory research effort to determine if there are
any specific vocal expressions connected to stress," explained David
Browning, an adjunct University of Rhode Island professor and co-
author of the study. "It's an area of acoustics that has been neglected by
the scientific community until now.

"The quest now is to determine if horses can utilize this varying
frequency to produce specific vocal expressions," Browning said. "If so,
you might be able to get a sense of their physical condition by their
vocalizations."

The results of the first two years of scientific analysis by Browning and
Peter Scheifele, a research associate at the University of Connecticut,
were to be reported this week during a meeting of the Acoustical Society
of America in Providence.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

1/2



 

Citation: Scientists try to interpret horse speak (2006, June 5) retrieved 24 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2006-06-scientists-horse.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2006-06-scientists-horse.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

