PHYS 19X

In Brief: Aussies outline rural broadband
campaign

June 9 2006

Australia's long-awaited plan to expand rural broadband will involve two
or three large-scale projects with an AUD?3.1 billion ($2.3 billion) price
tag.

Communications Minister Helen Coonan said Thursday that the decision
on who would get the funding would be made around the end of the
year, and that industry consortiums and joint ventures would be
welcome.

Initial expenditures will include about $800 million in capital grants for
various projects covered by the $1.1 billion regional broadband fund,
The Australian reported.

The program comes as the government is preparing to sell its stake in
national telco Telstra. Coonan denied that involving Telstra's rival in the

lucrative rural expansion plan would dilute Telstra's value.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

Citation: In Brief: Aussies outline rural broadband campaign (2006, June 9) retrieved 18 July
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2006-06-aussies-outline-rural-broadband-campaign.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is

172


https://phys.org/news/2006-06-aussies-outline-rural-broadband-campaign.html

PHYS 19X

|provided for information purposes only.

2/2


http://www.tcpdf.org

