
 

Bill would open scientific research access

May 3 2006

The Alliance for Taxpayer Access announced its support Tuesday for a
Senate bill that broadens access to federal scientific research.

The bill, called the "Federal Research Public Access Act of 2006," was
introduced by Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, and Sen. Joseph Lieberman,
D-Conn. The proposal would require federal agencies that fund more
than $100 million in annual external research to make electronic
manuscripts of peer-reviewed journal articles stemming from their
research publicly available via the Internet.

"The expanded access to research called for by this bill will help
accelerate true innovation in science and medicine," said Heather Joseph
of the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition, an ATA
organization. "The public's interest is clear; whether it is speeding a
response to a potential flu pandemic, developing energy alternatives or
putting the brakes on global warming, access to publicly funded science
is more critical than ever." Joseph added,

ATA members include the Genetic Alliance, Parent Project Muscular
Dystrophy, the Christopher Reeve Foundation, and 67 other patient,
academic, research, and publishing entities that support expanded public
access to the results of federally funded research.
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