
 

New test touted for Hepatitis C victims

April 27 2006

Rockville, Md.-based Celera Genomics said Wednesday it has developed
a genetic test to help determine which Hepatitis C sufferers are at
greatest risk.

The test that focuses on seven genes is intended to predict which of the
nearly 4 million U.S. residents with Hepatitis C are most likely to
develop cirrhosis or cancer, and those that can avoid the estimated
$30,000 annual cost to take drug cocktails.

"The current therapies to treat hepatitis C are fairly noxious," Dr. Scott
Friedman of Mount Sinai School of Medicine told The New York
Times.

"One of the tough decisions we face as clinicians is who should be
treated with current antiviral therapies and who can afford to wait," said
Friedman, who collaborated with Celera in devising the genetic test.

Celera President Kathy Ordonez said the company hopes to license the
test to a laboratory by the end of the year.

Celera planned to introduce its test Friday to a Vienna meeting of the
European Association for the Study of the Liver.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

1/2



 

Citation: New test touted for Hepatitis C victims (2006, April 27) retrieved 23 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2006-04-touted-hepatitis-victims.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2006-04-touted-hepatitis-victims.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

