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Study: Prematurely born babies feel pain

April 6 2006

Prematurely born babies do, indeed, feel pain, say researchers at
University College London.

Earlier research showed babies born prematurely displayed signs of pain
and distress, but the behavioral, psychological and metabolic
examinations provided only indirect measurements, researchers said.

The team, reporting its finding in the Journal of Neuroscience, said the
brain scans it took on 18 prematurely born infants proved they
experience pain.

"We have shown for the first time that the information about pain

reaches the brain in premature babies," lead author Maria Fitzgerald told
the BBC.

Reacting to the study, support group Bliss said, "There is no justification
for babies to be in pain" and prematurely born babies should be given

pain relief when they are subjected to painful procedures.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

Citation: Study: Prematurely born babies feel pain (2006, April 6) retrieved 9 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2006-04-prematurely-born-babies-pain.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private

172


https://phys.org/news/2006-04-prematurely-born-babies-pain.html

PHYS 19X

study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

2/2


http://www.tcpdf.org

