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NASA underwater project is near completion

April 18 2006

NASA astronauts and a Cincinnati doctor are living and working under
the ocean this month to test space medicine concepts and moon-walking
techniques.

Canadian astronaut Dave Williams is leading the 18-day undersea
mission that ends Thursday at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration's Aquarius Underwater Laboratory off the Florida coast.

NASA astronauts Nicole Stott and Ron Garan, along with Dr. Tim
Broderick of the University of Cincinnati Medical Center, round out the
Crew.

During the mission, called the NASA Extreme Environment Mission
Operations project, remote health care procedures are tested on a patient
simulator. NASA said such new long distance medical care procedures
as telemonitoring and telerobotic surgery may help maintain the health
of spacefarers.

The techniques simulated in Aquarius might one day be used to respond
to emergencies aboard the International Space Station, or on the moon or
Mars, officials said.

Aquarius is the world's only underwater research facility dedicated to
science. It's located beneath 62 feet of water at the base of a coral reef
off the Florida Keys.

See also: http://www.physorg.com/news62855357.html
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