
 

Study: Southern kids are sicker than most

February 14 2006

A University of Florida study suggests children living in the South are up
to three times more likely to battle poor health than other U.S. children.

"Hurricane Katrina gave the world a glimpse of the disparities in the
South," said Dr. Jeffrey Goldhagen, the study's lead author and an
associate professor of community pediatrics. "Our research documents
just how profoundly these disparities impact the health of children in the
region."

Goldhagen said the study is the first to statistically relate region of
residence to measures of child health.

"In fact, we now believe that where a child lives may be one of the most
powerful predictors of child health outcomes and disparities," he said.

The poor health outcomes researchers documented included low birth
weight, teenage pregnancy, death and other problems such as mental
illness, asthma, obesity, tooth decay and school performance.

The study was recently published in the journal Pediatrics.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

Citation: Study: Southern kids are sicker than most (2006, February 14) retrieved 10 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2006-02-southern-kids-sicker.html

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2006-02-southern-kids-sicker.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

