
 

Scientist: Bird flu not biological weapon

February 3 2006

  
 

  

The avian influenza virus originated naturally and is not a biological
weapon, a senior Russian scientist has said.

Oleg Kiselyov, director of the Russian Influenza Research Institute, said
Thursday, "We have not advanced enough to create such a genetic
machine," the RIA Novosti news agency reported.

If the bird flu virus had been created artificially in order to be used as a
biological weapon, scientists would have discovered this, he said.

Kiselyov called for the signing of international agreements on biological
security in order to effectively fight the spread of bird flu.

"Work in this area is not keeping up to pace," he said. "We need to have
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swift information on what is happening in neighboring countries.
Monitoring must be global."

Russia registered its first bird flu cases in Siberia last summer, and saw
the virus spread westward to the European part of the country in
October. However, no cases of human infection have been reported.

Health and Social Development Minister Mikhail Zurabov said Thursday
the Russian government would allocate more than $46 million to fight
bird flu, including the development of a vaccine, poultry immunization,
expert training and the purchase of diagnostic equipment, RIA Novosti
reported.
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