
 

Ancient ashes found buried in Rome

February 9 2006

Archeologists have reportedly found the ashes of an ancient chief or
priest who lived three centuries before the legendary founding of Rome.

The remains, dating to about 1,000 B.C., were discovered last month in a
funerary urn at the bottom of a deep pit, along with several bowls and
jars -- all encased in a hutlike box near the center of modern Rome,
National Geographic News reported.

A team of archaeologists, led by Alessandro Delfino of Rome's
Department of Cultural Heritage, discovered the prehistoric tomb while
excavating the floor of Caesar's Forum, the remains of a square built by
Julius Caesar around 46 B.C.

"We knew there should be very ancient tombs (at the site)," Delfino told
NGN. "We had previously found two graves in the same site. They were
small, less than a meter (about 40 inches) deep."

The newly found pit is six feet deep and four feet wide.

Officials said the prehistoric tribes probably placed the ashes of the low-
ranking dead in surface buildings and buried only ashes of the notables.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

Citation: Ancient ashes found buried in Rome (2006, February 9) retrieved 19 April 2024 from 

1/2



 

https://phys.org/news/2006-02-ancient-ashes-rome.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2006-02-ancient-ashes-rome.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

