
 

700-year-old murder discovered

January 24 2006

It took 700 years and the creation of computers, but the mystery of the
Bocksten Man -- Sweden's oldest human skeleton -- has been solved: he
was killed.

Scientists previously assumed the skull, found in Bocksten bog near the
Swedish town of Varberg in 1936, had been damaged by being buried
since the 1300s, The Local reported Tuesday.

But Sahlgrenska University Hospital craniofacial expert Professor Claes
Lauritzen used computer tomography to reconstruct the skull Monday
and then determined it had been damaged by three blows to the man's
head with a pole or hammer.

"I'm a bit surprised that nobody did this kind of analysis earlier, but
that's probably because they were being so careful with the original
skull," he said.

Eventually a model maker will give the skull a "real" face and the final
result will be displayed in Varberg Museum, the newspaper said.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

Citation: 700-year-old murder discovered (2006, January 24) retrieved 27 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2006-01-year-old.html

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2006-01-year-old.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

