
 

Scientists study scientific secrecy

January 26 2006

Two Massachusetts General Hospital studies have developed a broad
picture of how secrecy is affecting the world of science.

Open sharing of information is a basic principle of the scientific process,
but it's well known secrecy has become a fact of life in academic
science, the study said.

The hospital's Institute for Health Policy examined a broad range of
withholding behaviors and found data withholding is affecting
researchers in several fields.

"Secrecy in science reduces the efficiency of the scientific enterprise by
making it harder for colleagues to build on each other's work," said Dr.
David Blumenthal, the institute's director. "Secrecy cannot be totally
eliminated; but to minimize it, we need to understand it better. That was
the purpose of this work."

Blumenthal is lead author of a study surveying more than 1,800 life
scientists at the 100 U.S. universities receiving the most National
Institutes of Health funding in 1998.

The second study surveyed more than 1,000 scientific trainees --
graduate students and postdoctoral fellows from 50 U.S. universities
granting the most degrees in the fields surveyed.

The results of both studies appear in the February issue of Academic
Medicine.
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