
 

Researchers: Polar bears ingesting toxins

January 10 2006

Researchers say that toxic chemicals from flame retardants are building
up in the tissues of polar bears.

An international group of wildlife scientists have found that chemicals in
the retardants are carried north from the United States by the wind. In
the Arctic, they become increasingly concentrated in the fatty tissues of
animals as they move up the food chain, the Los Angeles Times reports.

Polar bears are also threatened by the melting of Arctic sea ice. The
bears are, in some respects, marine mammals, dependent on the ice to
get them close to seals, their major food source.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

Citation: Researchers: Polar bears ingesting toxins (2006, January 10) retrieved 30 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2006-01-polar-ingesting-toxins.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

1/1

https://phys.org/news/2006-01-polar-ingesting-toxins.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

