
 

Earth: Past the point of no return

January 16 2006

Renowned scientist James Lovelock says he believes the world has
passed the point of no return for climate change, and civilization is
unlikely to survive.

Thirty years ago Lovelock conceived the idea that Earth possesses a
planetary-scale control system he named Gaia, which keeps our
environment fit for life, The Independent reported Monday. But now he
believes mankind's abuse of the environment has made climate change
insoluble and life on Earth will never be the same again.

In an extraordinarily pessimistic new assessment published in Monday's
Independent, Lovelock suggests efforts to counter global warming
cannot succeed, and that, in effect, it is already too late.

Lovelock now believes Earth and human society face nearly complete
disaster, and sooner than nearly anybody realizes.

He writes, "Before this century is over, billions of us will die, and the
few breeding pairs of people that survive will be in the Arctic, where the
climate remains tolerable."
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