
 

Module eases wireless laptop service

December 30 2005

A Belgian company has developed a wireless laptop module that
connects to standard cell towers and is not limited to the proximity of
WiFi hot spots.

Option NV said this week that its GTM351E includes a PCI card that
should make wireless Internet activity an easier proposition for users
who currently have to hunt around for a hot spot before they can log on.

The card is installed on the unit's motherboard and can handle third-
generation HSDPA (High Speed Downlink Packet Access) technology
and as well as the UMTS (Universal Mobile Telecommunications
Service) that is widely used in Asia.

The first GTM351E modules will ship early next year and begin making
it to consumers some time afterward.

"The business model between operators and IT manufacturers for
commercializing embedded wireless modules is still in its early stages,"
Option CEO Jan Callewaert said in a statement. "We'll see a further
maturing of this market in 2006."
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