
 

U.S. healthcare not ready for boomers

December 30 2005

The U.S. healthcare system is not ready for the baby boom generation
moving into retirement, geriatric care specialists say.

Medical resources will be inadequate for the boomer generation -- the 35
million to 70 million that will be retiring in less than 20 years, the
Washington Times reported Friday.

"The shortage will be disastrous. It's really scary," says Russell Bodoff,
executive director of the Center for Aging Services Technology with the
American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging.

The health of U.S. adults age 65 and older has been improving since the
early 1980s, however, "diseases such as obesity and diabetes are
increasingly prevalent among the young," suggesting that "future
Medicare beneficiaries might be less healthy than current ones."

The National Center for Health Statistics says 40 percent of U.S. adults
age 45 to 64 have high blood pressure, while 36 percent are obese -- both
risk factors for heart disease and stroke.

Copyright 2005 by United Press International

Citation: U.S. healthcare not ready for boomers (2005, December 30) retrieved 26 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2005-12-healthcare-ready-boomers.html

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2005-12-healthcare-ready-boomers.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

