
 

World's first geologic map is displayed

October 7 2005

The world's first geologic map -- an 1815, hand-tinted, 10-feet-by-6-feet
chart -- has gone on display at the Buffalo and Erie County (N.Y.) Public
Library.

"If geology were a religion, this map would be its bible," said Robert
Jacobi, University of Buffalo professor of geology.

The map -- often called "The Map that Changed the World" -- isn't only
for geologists, said University of Buffalo planetary volcanologist Tracy
Gregg. "This map directly addresses the relationship of people to the
natural world. It directly influenced the industrial revolution, geology,
biology and evolution. It forced people to think about our place in the
universe."

The hand-drawn map was created by canal surveyor William Smith in
1815, based on his travels across Great Britain on foot and on horseback.

Smith was the first to recognize and record the fact that rocks on the
Earth's surface told the stories of the rocks and minerals that exist below
the surface.

Copyright 2005 by United Press International

Citation: World's first geologic map is displayed (2005, October 7) retrieved 27 April 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2005-10-world-geologic.html

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2005-10-world-geologic.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

