
 

Taikonauts set Chinese space record

October 13 2005

China's Shenzhou 6 spacecraft was in its second day in orbit Thursday,
making the mission that nation's longest manned space flight.

Taikonauts Nie Haisheng, celebrating his 41st birthday Thursday, and
Fei Junlong, carried out experiments concerning the spacecraft's
stability, the BBC reported.

By noon China time Thursday Shenzhou VI had circled Earth 18 times,
with each orbit taking about 90 minutes to complete.

Nie's 11-year-old daughter sang Happy Birthday to him late Wednesday
and he told her: "It's marvelous around here. The Earth looks beautiful."

China's state-run Xinhua news agency said "at these words, Nie
Haisheng was in tears."

The two taikonauts were to spend Thursday taking their space suits on
and off and opening and closing the capsule doors.

"They would purposely use more strength to move, so as to test the
disturbance of people's movement on the spacecraft," according to
Xinhua.

The taikonauts were using secret codes to communicate with space
agency physicians, Xinhua said, so as to protect their privacy.

Copyright 2005 by United Press International

1/2



 

Citation: Taikonauts set Chinese space record (2005, October 13) retrieved 6 May 2024 from 
https://phys.org/news/2005-10-taikonauts-chinese-space.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2005-10-taikonauts-chinese-space.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

