
 

The 2005 Ig Nobel Prize Winners

October 7 2005

The 2005 Ig Nobel Prizes were awarded on Thursday evening, October
6, at the 15th First Annual Ig Nobel Prize Ceremony, at Harvard's
Sanders Theatre. The Igs are intended to celebrate the unusual, honor the
imaginative -- and spur people's interest in science, medicine, and
technology.

This year's Ig Nobel winners include:

PHYSICS: John Mainstone and the late Thomas Parnell of the
University of Queensland, Australia, for patiently conducting an
experiment that began in the year 1927 -- in which a glob of
congealed black tar has been slowly, slowly dripping through a
funnel, at a rate of approximately one drop every nine years.

MEDICINE: Gregg A. Miller of Oak Grove, Missouri, for inventing
Neuticles -- artificial replacement testicles for dogs, which are
available in three sizes, and three degrees of firmness.

CHEMISTRY: Edward Cussler of the University of Minnesota and
Brian Gettelfinger of the University of Minnesota and the University of
Wisconsin, for conducting a careful experiment to settle the
longstanding scientific question: can people swim faster in syrup or
in water?

PEACE: Claire Rind and Peter Simmons of Newcastle University, in the
U.K., for electrically monitoring the activity of a brain cell in a
locust while that locust was watching selected highlights from the
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movie "Star Wars."

LITERATURE: The Internet entrepreneurs of Nigeria, for creating and
then using e-mail to distribute a bold series of short stories, thus
introducing millions of readers to a cast of rich characters -- General
Sani Abacha, Mrs. Mariam Sanni Abacha, Barrister Jon A Mbeki Esq.,
and others -- each of whom requires just a small amount of expense
money so as to obtain access to the great wealth to which they are
entitled and which they would like to share with the kind person who
assists them.

NUTRITION: Dr. Yoshiro Nakamats of Tokyo, Japan, for
photographing and retrospectively analyzing every meal he has
consumed during a period of 34 years (and counting).

FLUID DYNAMICS: Victor Benno Meyer-Rochow of International
University Bremen, Germany and the University of Oulu , Finland; and
Jozsef Gal of Loránd Eötvös University, Hungary, for using basic
principles of physics to calculate the pressure that builds up inside
a penguin, as detailed in their report "Pressures Produced When
Penguins Pooh -- Calculations on Avian Defaecation."

AGRICULTURAL HISTORY: James Watson of Massey University,
New Zealand, for his scholarly study, "The Significance of Mr.
Richard Buckley’s Exploding Trousers."

The Ig Nobel Prizes were handed to the winners by Nobel laureates
Dudley Herschbach (1986 Chemistry), William Lipscomb (1976
Chemistry), Robert Wilson (1978 Physics) and Sheldon Glashow (1979
Physics).
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