
 

Body language more expressive than faces

October 24 2005

Body language can shape first impressions of a person's emotional state,
even when attention is focused on facial expression, Netherlands
scientists said.

Tilburg University researcher Beatrice de Gelder and colleagues
compiled photographs of men and women showing fear or anger in their
facial expressions and body postures. Some photographs were altered so,
for instance, a fearful facial expression was paired with an angry body
posture, which resulted in two "congruent" and two "incongruent"
combinations.

Each photograph was shown to 12 participants while measuring their
electrical brain activity. Participants were asked to focus on the face in
the photographs and decide whether the person was angry or fearful. The
photographs were shown briefly, so only a "first impression" glance was
possible.

Researchers found when the face and body in the photograph showed
conflicting emotions, the participants' judgment of facial expression was
hampered and became biased toward the emotion expressed by the body.

The results suggest the brain possesses a neural mechanism sensitive to
the agreement between facial expression and body language and can
evaluate that information very quickly.

The research is detailed in the early online edition of the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences.

1/2



 

Copyright 2005 by United Press International

Citation: Body language more expressive than faces (2005, October 24) retrieved 10 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2005-10-body-language.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2005-10-body-language.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

