
 

Study: Preschool kids have math skills

September 20 2005

Harvard psychologists in Cambridge, Mass., say 5-year-olds are able to
grasp numeric abstractions and arithmetic concepts even without formal
education.

The discovery of such inborn skills among preschoolers could point the
way to new teaching techniques, making arithmetic easier and more
pleasant for elementary school children.

"Teaching symbolic arithmetic is one of the primary tasks of the first
four years of elementary education," says co-author Elizabeth Spelke, a
Harvard professor of psychology. "Some children have enormous trouble
mastering this skill, and most children find symbolic arithmetic
challenging and, at times, confusing.

"Our studies say, however, that children already have a basic
understanding of this domain. I hope our work points the way to
improving mathematics education by building on this understanding."

A paper describing the findings will be published in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences and is now on the journal's Web site.

Copyright 2005 by United Press International

Citation: Study: Preschool kids have math skills (2005, September 20) retrieved 19 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2005-09-preschool-kids-math-skills.html

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2005-09-preschool-kids-math-skills.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

