
 

Scientists determine how SARS kills

July 14 2005

Scientists reportedly have developed a therapy to decrease the
extraordinarily high death rate associated with the SARS virus.

The International Herald Tribune said researchers told the journal
Nature-Medicine they have solved the chemical riddle of why the severe
acute respiratory syndrome virus causes such a deadly pneumonia.

During 2003, SARS killed nearly 800 people worldwide and resulted in
the closing of airports, stores and schools across Asia.

Scientists studying mice say they've determined SARS is caused by a
member of the coronavirus family. The virus interferes with a crucial
enzyme pathway regulating body fluid balance, the report said. By
blocking that enzyme system in the lungs, the virus allows liquid to leak
into the lung's air sacs, making them boggy and inefficient.

Josef Penninger of the Austrian Academy of Science, lead author of the
study, noted humans have the same enzyme system that's crucial in both
species for blood pressure and fluid regulation.

Penninger said if the findings can be replicated in humans, the research
may lead to a new treatment for SARS and other diseases causing death
by allowing fluid into the lungs.
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