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Discovery debris may have struck wing

July 29 2005

NASA scientists say a small piece of insulating foam that came off space
shuttle Discovery during its Tuesday launch may have struck the orbiter's
wing.

But National Aeronautics and Space Administration engineers said they
don't believe the foam caused any damage, a NASA official said late
Thursday.

Camera footage showed foam about 7 inches long and 2 inches wide
separating from the spacecraft's external tank at an altitude of about
200,000 feet toward the wing, Deputy Program Manager Wayne Hale
said.

Hale said sensors on the wing didn't detect any impact, but even if the
foam did strike the wing, NASA calculations showed the impact would
have had about a tenth of the energy necessary to cause damage.

An even larger piece of foam also fell off the tank, but NASA officials
don't believe it struck the orbiter, CNN reported. The larger piece was
similar to the piece of foam that damaged Columbia's wing in February
2003, eventually causing the shuttle to break up during re-entry killing
all seven astronauts aboard.

NASA experts are expected to develop a "fly-home as-is
recommendation or a repair recommendation, as required," Hale said.
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