
 

Britain's top climatologist backs global
warming claims

March 28 2005

One of Britain's leading climate change experts has thrown his weight
behind the claim that global warming is being caused by human activity
in a report published today by the Institute of Physics.
The report by Professor Alan Thorpe, who takes up his post as chief of
the Natural Environmental Research Council next month, aims to tackle
sceptics who doubt the models scientists use to predict future climate
change.

Professor Thorpe outlines the scientific basis for climate change and
explains how the climate models actually predict future change.
According to Thorpe, "uncertainty" is one of the key issues in predicting
climate change but is an aspect of the research which is very poorly
understood by the public and policy-makers.

In the report, Professor Thorpe says: "Science in crucial in determining
government and international policy on climate change but only some of
the views on this issue are actually supported by the scientific models".

"There is little doubt that a lack of knowledge about how climate change
is predicted and the associated uncertainties are the main reason that
there is so much ill-informed comment on climate change in the media
and amoung the public".

The report, 'Climate Change Prediction: a challenging scientific
problem' by Alan J. Thorpe, Professor of Meteorology at the University
of Reading was published today by the Institute of Physics and is
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devoted to de-mystifying the prediction methodology, and focuses on the
scientific basis of climate change prediction.

The Institute of Physics hopes that the paper will increase believability
in climate models and persuade sceptics that human activity is likely to
be causing global warming. The paper aims to convince policy-makers,
the general public and the scientific community that the threats posed by
global climate change are real.

A copy of the paper can be downloaded from: 
policy.iop.org/Policy/HE/index.html

Source: Institute of Physics

Citation: Britain's top climatologist backs global warming claims (2005, March 28) retrieved 9
April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2005-03-britain-climatologist-global.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://policy.iop.org/Policy/HE/index.html
https://phys.org/news/2005-03-britain-climatologist-global.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

