
 

Thomson to Support Next-Generation DVD
Formats

December 10 2004

Thomson to Introduce HD DVD Players and Provide Disc Replication
Support for HD DVD and Blu-ray Disc Formats

Thomson today announced that it will support next-generation DVD
formats by manufacturing HD DVD and Blu-ray discs through its
Technicolor business and providing consumer HD-DVD players through
its THOMSON and RCA brands. Next generation DVD formats provide
higher resolution video and audio, advanced navigation, web
connectivity and other advanced features. Other essential features
include advanced content access and robust content security technology,
which are critical for content owners. In addition, the development of
the next-generation DVD formats is expected to fuel the continued
consumer acceptance of high definition television around the world.
HD-DVD:
Short for high definition-DVD, a generic term for the technology of recording high-definition video on a DVD. In general, HD-DVD is capable of storing between two and four times as much data as standard DVD. The two most prominent competing technologies are Blu-ray and AOD.
Blu-ray:
An HD-DVD format that uses a 405nm-wavelength blue-violet laser technology, in contrast to the 650nm-wavelength red laser technology used in traditional DVD formats. The rewritable Blu-ray disc, with a data transfer rate of 36Mbps, can hold up to 27GB of data on a single-sided single layer disc (compared to the traditional DVD’s 4.7GB capacity), which amounts to about 12 hours of standard video or more than 2 hours of high-definition video.

The Blu-ray format was developed jointly by Sony, Samsung, Sharp, Thomson, Hitachi, Matsushita, Pioneer and Philips, Mistubishi and LG Electronics. 
HD DVD is the new high definition DVD disc standard being developed
by the DVD Forum, which represents over 230 consumer electronics,
information technology and content companies. HD DVD is based on
the same physical disc structure as current DVD discs, which ensures
backward compatibility and enables manufacturing of the discs at
reasonable cost. The new HD DVD format was recently endorsed by
major Hollywood studios, including Paramount Pictures, Universal
Pictures, New Line Cinema and Warner Bros. Studios. The commitment
to support HD DVD will ensure that Thomson's studio customers that
have selected this format will have HD DVD discs and players available
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for the planned launch in late 2005. 

Thomson, which is also a founding member of the Blu-ray Disc
Association (BDA), will continue to participate and support the
development and production of the Blu-ray Disc format. The BDA
regroups over 70 companies, including Sony, Dell, HP, Hitachi, LG
Electronics, Mitsubishi, Panasonic (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co.),
Pioneer Corporation, Philips, Samsung, Sharp, TDK, 20th Century Fox
and The Walt Disney Company.

"Our tradition is based on being a trusted service provider to content
owners, independent of format choices," said Quentin Lilly, President,
Technicolor Home Entertainment Services. "We will support the format
our studio customers select to grow their businesses and support their
growth with the highest quality replication, distribution and other media
services available in the industry today."

"We believe that the timing is right for the introduction in 2005 of high-
definition DVD players that Thomson will market under the RCA brand
in the U.S. and the THOMSON brand in Europe in support of the
content roll-out. While HDTV is just beginning in Europe, our
experience with other digital entertainment products tells us that the
steady growth of HD content will fuel continued growth of the
category," said Mike O'Hara, Executive Vice President of Thomson's
consumer Connectivity business segment.
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