
 

Comcast to stream HBO, Cinemax online in
trial

July 13 2009, By DEBORAH YAO , AP Business Writer

(AP) -- And you thought the HBO hit TV series "Entourage" would
never be streamed over the Internet - at least legally.

Comcast Corp. said Monday it will be streaming HBO and Cinemax
shows, movies and other content online to 5,000 subscriber households
in a national trial set to start in coming weeks. It is the first time the two
premium movie channels will be offering their programs over the
Internet to computers. Downloads to mobile devices may come in the
future.

HBO and Cinemax will join TNT, TBS and Starz in Comcast's online
video trial. If the technical test is successful, Comcast will roll out access
coast-to-coast to its subscribers at no additional cost.

The trial is part of a joint effort with Time Warner Inc. to offer cable
programming on the Internet as viewership increasingly moves outside
of the living room. But programmers and pay-TV operators will provide
access only behind a walled garden of subscribers.

Unveiled last month, the venture dubbed "TV Everywhere" by Time
Warner and "On Demand Online" by Comcast began with TNT and
TBS.

The cable channels will be available through Comcast.net and
Fancast.com, Comcast's video aggregator site supported by advertising.
About 750 hours of programming a month initially will be available and
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expected to increase over time.

Critical to the trial is authentication of viewer as a paying subscriber.
Users will be asked to log on with a user name and password. If they are
paying for the five cable networks, the system will authenticate them.

The trial includes only Comcast customers of both video and Internet
services. In the future, deals will be made with other ISPs, even Comcast
rivals such as phone companies.

The HBO and Cinemax trial will include full-length episodes of
"Entourage" and "Curb Your Enthusiasm" as well as movies including
"Kung Fu Panda" and "The Dark Knight."

Subscribers can watch the programs online right after they are shown on
television. They also can access a library of older programming.

Shares of Philadelphia-based Comcast rose by 21 cents to $13.47 in
afternoon trading. Time Warner, based in New York, rose by 35 cents to
$24.30.

©2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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